Budd-Chiari syndrome: intractable ascites managed by a trans-hepatic portacaval shunt.
Transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunts (TIPS) have recently been used to manage the portal hypertensive complications of the Budd-Chiari syndrome. We report this application of TIPS (to our knowledge the first such application in Australia) in a young man with an excellent result and no major complications. This treatment offers an alternative to portacaval shunt surgery and has the advantage of bypassing a stenosed or compressed inferior vena cava. Additionally, the procedure does not complicate liver transplantation surgery if this is indicated at a later date.